
First Reading — Deuteronomy 11:18–21, 26-28 
18Put these words of mine in your hearts and in your soul, and tie them on 
your wrists as signs and as symbols on your forehead. 19Teach them to 
your children by talking about them when you sit in your house and when 
you travel on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20Write 
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21so that your 
days and the days of your children may be many on the land that the LORD 
promises to your fathers with an oath, as many as the days that the 
heavens remain over the earth.  
26You see, I am placing before you today a blessing and a curse: 27the 
blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD your God that I 
am giving you today, 28or the curse, if you do not listen to the 
commandments of the LORD your God and you turn away from the path 
that I am commanding you today by walking after other gods whom you 
did not know.  

Second Reading — Romans 3:21–25a, 27-28 
21But now, completely apart from the law, a righteousness from God has 
been made known. The Law and the Prophets testify to it. 22This 
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all and 
over all who believe.  
In fact, there is no difference, 23because all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God 24and are justified freely by his grace through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God publicly displayed as the 
atonement seat through faith in his blood.  
27What happens to boasting then? It has been eliminated. By what 
principle—by the principle of works? No, but by the principle of faith. 
28For we conclude that a person is justified by faith without the works of 
the law.  

Gospel Reading — Matthew 7:15–29
15“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but 
inwardly they are ravenous wolves. 16By their fruit you will recognize 
them. You do not gather grapes from thorn bushes or figs from thistles, do 
you? 17So then, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree 
produces bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, and a bad tree 
cannot produce good fruit. 19Every tree that does not produce good fruit is  
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cut down and thrown into the fire. 20So then, by their fruit you will 
recognize them. 21Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father 
in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name and drive out demons in your name and perform 
many miracles in your name?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never 
knew you. Depart from me, you evildoers.’  
24“Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a 
wise man who built his house on bedrock. 25The rain came down, the 
rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house. But it did not 
fall, because it was founded on bedrock. 26Everyone who hears these 
words of mine but does not do them will be like a foolish man who built 
his house on sand. 27The rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds 
blew and beat against that house, and it fell—it was completely 
destroyed.”  
28When Jesus finished speaking these words, the crowds were amazed at 
his teaching, 29because he taught them as one who had authority, and not 
like their experts in the law.  
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